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THE AMERICAN HOME FURNISHINGS HALL OF FAME FOUNDATION 

NAMES MYRTLE HAYWORTH BARTHMAIER AS A TRAILBLAZER 
 
HIGH POINT, N.C., Aug. 4, 2021 — Myrtle Hayworth Barthmaier , the president and chairwoman 

for 27 years of Hayworth Industries here will be inducted as a Trailblazer and will receive the industry’s 
highest honor as a member of the Hall of Fame on October 17, 2021 during the Induction Celebration at 
the Sheraton Greensboro Four Seasons.  She becomes the seventh woman inducted into the Hall of Fame. 

 
Born in 1894, Mrs. Barthmaier was a mother of five, and pregnant with her sixth child, when she 

unexpectedly lost her husband in 1928, and soon found herself facing Black Tuesday: the start of the Great 
Depression. Yet, with no prior manufacturing experience, the four companies – Hayworth Roll and Panel, 
Alma Desk Company, Myrtle Desk and Liberty Veneer – not only survived but thrived under her leadership.  
She continually upgraded equipment and expanded the plants, set new standards by reorganizing the 
production lines, and established a coast-to-coast sales and distribution network. She alone led the 
companies until her eldest, Charles E. Hayworth Jr. returned from World War II  and join his mother in the 
family business.  He was inducted into the American Home Furnishings Hall of Fame in 2002. 
 

“Mrs. Barthmaier was a force to be reckoned with, known to streamline plant operations, she 
personally sought to secure new business by driving long distances over unpaved roads to secure new 
customers. When necessary, she even operated machines in the plant to get orders out the door on time,” 
says Caroline Hipple, Board president.  “She was a saleswoman who opened and maintained showrooms 
in High Point, Chicago, New York and San Francisco.  She was personally involved in the design of products 
and insisted on setting high quality standards by controlling the process from veneer stage to delivery. By 
working side by side with her employees, the exacting Mrs. Barthmaier became respected and loved – all 
the while raising a family of six children.  We are inspired by her determination, resilience, servant 
leadership, innate understanding of business, organizational skills, unquestionable ethics, commitment to 
her customers, and the common sense approach to solving problems.”  
 

“At a time when there were no women in management – much less running the operations of 
four inter-related companies -- she was greatly respected by her peers in the worlds of residential and 
contract office furniture manufacturing,” Hipple says. “She well represents our four pillars: Enduring 
excellence, superior accomplishments, innovation and creativity, and philanthropic generosity. As we 
move towards the groundbreaking of our new permanent home, we want to underscore our mission to 
preserve our stories and to honor the leaders who have impacted our industry. This is a leader whose 
story should not be forgotten for her innovations during at a time when manufacturing was in the midst 
of great change, as well as for her determination to succeed against all odds.” 



 

 
 
 
The Class of 2021 inductees includes Irv Blumkin, CEO, Nebraska Furniture Mart; Robert G. Culp 

III, co-founder, former chairman and CEO, Culp, Inc.; Robert J. Maricich, chairman and CEO, International 
Market Centers; Allan H. Palecek, chairman and founder, PALECEK; and Todd Wanek, CEO and President,  
Ashley Furniture Industries, Inc.  The Leadership Speaker for the event will be John Mackey, co-founder 
and CEO of Whole Foods Market, hosted by interior designers, entrepreneurs and television personalities 
Hilary Farr and Brian Patrick Flynn.   
 

To purchase 2021 Induction Celebration tickets or to become a sponsor in support of an inductee, 
visit seizethismoment2021.com. 
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The Hall of Fame is supported by sponsors of the 2021 Induction Celebration: 
The Hall of Fame is supported by sponsors of the 2021 Induction Celebration: 

• Presenting Sponsor:  La-Z-Boy Incorporated 

• Live Streaming Sponsor:  Ashley Furniture Industries, Inc. 

• Welcoming Open Sponsor:  Feizy 

• Speaker Sponsor:  Surya 

• Dinner Table Sponsor:  Nourison Industries 

• Inductee Video Sponsor: Surya 

• Cocktail Sponsor:  International Market Centers 

• After Party Sponsor:  Klaussner Furniture Industries 

• Celebration Sponsors:  AICO; Berkshire Hathaway Furniture Companies; Furniture of America; Man 
Wah Holdings; Rooms To Go 

• Landmarks of Leadership Video Sponsor:  Leggett & Platt Incorporated 

• Future Leaders Event Sponsor:  International Market Centers 

• Platinum Sponsors: Amazon; Broyhill Family Foundation; Dallas Market Center; Dufresne Spencer 
Group; Furniture Marketing Group/Wells Fargo; GE Appliances; Global Views; HomeStretch Furniture; 
Hooker Furnishings Corporation; Jackson Furniture/Catnapper; Jerome’s Furniture; Kane’s Furniture 
Corp.; Karen McNeill and Stephen Pond; Kathy Ireland World Wide; Lacquer Craft USA; Living Spaces; 
Loloi Rugs; Markor International/Vivet Inc.; Planned Furniture Promotions; Prestige Art & Art Trends; 
Rustic Imports; Samsung; Southern Motion; Tempur Sealy; and Wayfair 

 Gold Sponsors: Baer’s Furniture Company, Inc.; Bedgear; Bernhardt Furniture Company; Best Home 
Furnishings; City of Hope; Dorel Home Furnishings; HHC/Moto Group; Harman International; Haverty 
Furniture Companies; J.B. Hunt; Jane Seymour Designs Inc.; Jonathan Louis International; King Koil; 
Malouf Sleep; Martin Furniture; Modus Furniture International; New Classic Furniture; Parker House 
Furniture; Peak Living; Phillips Collection; Raymour & Flanigan Furniture; Richloom Fabrics; Scotts 
Brothers Global; Shaw Industries; Simon Li Furniture; and Sony 

• Silver Sponsors: Affordable Furniture Manufacturing; American West, Apricot Furnishings Co., Ltd.; 
Armen Living Furniture; Chateau d’Ax; Coconis Furniture/Mattress 1st; Décor-Rest Furniture; ES Kluft;  
Fine Home Ltd.; Flexsteel Industries, Inc.; Franklin Corp.; FurnitureDealer.Net; Gat Creek; Herregan 
Distributors, Inc.; Hickory Furniture Mart; Huntington House; LH Imports Ltd.; Lexington Home 
Brands; Linon Home Décor; Magnussen Home Furnishings, Inc.; Nicoletti and Calia; Norwalk Furniture; 
Precision Textiles; Uttermost; Vogue Home Furnishings; and Woodard, Inc. 
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The American Home Furnishings Hall of Fame Foundation, Inc., is an industry-wide organization 

founded to preserve its history, to celebrate exceptional individuals who have made extraordinary 
contributions to the U.S. home furnishings industry, and to inspire a new class of innovation and 
leadership. Membership includes eligibility to nominate candidates for consideration by the Selection 
Committee, and the opportunity to help preserve the history and heritage of the industry. As a 501(c)3 
nonprofit organization, funds support our history and leadership programming. The organization currently 
is based in High Point, North Carolina, at 202 Neal Place, Suite 101, and can be reached at 336.882.5900. 
Watch for ongoing developments and details about the grand opening of a new permanent home, which 
is targeted for 2023. 
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